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AFRICA: THE NEW FRONTIER OF GLOBAL INVESTMENTS 

Flows of capital into the continent slightly on the rise, reaching 

€180 billion, but the money is not always used in way that 

multiplies wealth. The propensity of young people to start their 

own business is growing particularly because they see no 

alternative means of making an income. 

From the African Economic Outlook 2017 (the most exhaustive report concerning 

the socioeconomic situation in Africa.  

We can conclude the following: 

▪ Growth on the continent will intensify over the next year but GDP remains at a 

low base-level. 

▪ There will be significant growth within the middleclass that can boost growth. 

▪ The rising prices of raw materials are playing a role in reinforcing the economic 

position of the continent. 

▪ The demographic growth in Africa will be considerable, representing either a 

problem or an opportunity, depending on how the population increase is 

managed. Every year 29-million young people will enter the continent’s 

workforce.  

▪ The flows of capital into Africa have slightly increased. 

 

 



 

▪ The continent is endowed with strong entrepreneurial dynamism which is not to 

be considered only as a positive thing since it reflects the difficulty of finding 

employment. In fact data suggests that only 44% of entrepreneurs introduced 

significant innovation to the market, whereas 33% of entrepreneurs merely do 

business to maintain a basic income. 

 

With regards to the aforementioned foreign investments, Italy is a key player for 

investing on the continent and is currently Africa’s third largest source of foreign capital 

after China and the UAE. Moreover the investments are beginning to diversify in the 

sectors of financial services and telecommunications.  

Italian industrial representative and research company Confindustria, 

entrepreneurial incubator E4Impact and private equity and venture capital firm Simest 

all signed a collaborative agreement at the presentation of the African Economic Outlook 

2017 in order to coordinate the efforts to stimulate the presence of entrepreneurial 

initiatives in Africa. This will be done through marketing initiatives, skills development 

and financing. The initiative has the objective of fostering the presence of Italian 

companies on the continent. This will be particularly beneficial for small to medium 

enterprises which will be supported by strong financial and training services. 

In light of what this report says, we can conclude that it will be essential to put in 

action strategies of industrialization and to support labour-intensive activities on the 

continent.   

 
 
 

This is a summary of an article first published on the 23rd of June 2017 by the Italian newspaper “Corriere della Sera”. 
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INTERVIEW WITH GIOVANNI CASTELLUCCI 

“GROWTH IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES” – A NECESSITY FOR BEING COMPETITIVE 

We need a bureaucratic structure is accountable to its own actions 

The link between infrastructure and competitiveness is somewhat unspoken, but it 

is at the base of the productive capacities of a country, says Italian infrastructure company 

Atlantia CEO Giovanni Castellucci. 

Atlantia has already established a presence in foreign regions including Spain, 

France, Canada and the Middle East and is now in the process of acquiring the Spanish 

infrastructure company Albertis. If the operation is successful, Atlantia will become the 

global leader amongst infrastructural developers. 

Castellucci states that in order to attract capital at competitive rates and to evenly 

spread risks across countries, it is necessary for companies competing on international 

markets to be open to global financial mechanisms. 

What’s more, according to Castellucci, to become competitive as a country Italy 

needs interventions to increase the mobility of people and to increase the competitiveness 

of labour. This requires infrastructural projects close to big cities (eg. highways ) and within 

metropoles (eg. underground railways). Castellucci explains that Atlantia expects to invest 

€4.5-billion in this kind of development.  
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For more information visit: www.marriot.com/jnbmr  

 
 

Because there is not enough certainty with regards to legal norms, costs, and 

timeframes, at the moment Italy is struggling to attract foreign capital for the purpose of 

financing single infrastructure projects. On the other hand, if we discuss the prospect of 

solid, well-structured companies that want to undertake complex infrastructural 

operations, there  is strong interest coming from big international investors (eg. when 

highway tolling company Autostrade per l’Italia put 10% of its shares on the market). 

Castellucci argues that one of the reasons that Italy is unable to attract foreign 

capital is because of the complex bureaucracy that scares investors who perceive it as a 

risk to their investments.  

To solve this problem, we should be inspired by other countries with more efficient 

systems of governance. Therefore Italy needs to create more clear legislation and must 

act pre-emptively to avoid bureaucratic entanglement. Most of all, the bureaucratic 

structure should become more flexible and accountable to its own failings. Italian 

bureaucracy lacks the capacity to accommodate the discretion of people, Castellucci says.  

The problems in Italy must be understood before they can be solved: in the 

European context Italy is often misunderstood. “We are tied to a vision of Europe that is 

too romantic” concludes Castellucci. 

 

 

 
This is a summary of an article first published on the 23rd of June 2017 by the Italian newspaper “Avvenire”. 

 

 

http://www.marriot.com/jnbmr-
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ITALTILE: MEET THE GENIUS  

World-renowned designer comes to Johannesburg 

On Tuesday 11 July, the Italian-South African Chamber of Trade and 

Industries attended the event Meet the Design Genius: Roberto Palomba, hosted 

by ceramics and sanitaryware retailer Italtile.  

The event was a launch of the new Kartell range of basins, toilets and baths 

manufactured by bathroom-product maker Laufen and designed by Roberto 

Palomba.  

Palomba himself as well as his Milan-based company Ludovica+Roberto 

Palomba, which is run by Palomba and his associate Ludovica Serafini,  have both 

received countless international awards for design and architecture. 
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After an opportunity to eat, drink and socialize the audience were seated 

to listen to the presentation which not only showcased the new range of products 

stocked by Italtile but also illuminated the production activities that were 

necessary for developing the new line.  

Italtile Director and Italian Chamber president Sergio Galli introduced 

Palomba, paying tribute to the long partnership Italtile has had with both the 

designer himself and the company Laufen. 

 

 

Palomba’s presentation provided insight into the designer’s creative 

approach and the advanced technology and processes that are all the time being 

extended by companies like Laufen when producing high-end bathroomware.   

The evening event took place at the Accolades Boutique Venue in Midrand, 

hosting about 140 people. The show then look to the road with the event taking 

place the following two days in Umhlanga and Cape Town respectively.  
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18° MEETING 

CONVENTION OF THE SECRETARY 

GENERALS OF THE CCIEE 

Rome, 3 – 5 July 2017 
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Meeting Agenda 

 

The Convention of the Secretary Generals of the 

Italian Chamber of trade in foreign countries was held in 

Rome from 3th to 5th July. 

During the Conference, the topics on the agenda were 

the following: 

• The improvement of the “Chamber’s score”: 

review, debate, propositions 

• The innovative Services for the 

internationalisation of the Italian Chambers of 

Trade abroad 

• Advices for a better use of the communication 

instruments used by the Italian Chambers of 

trade abroad: Social media, web series, live 

streaming, etc. 

• Opportunities of internationalisation through 

regional outlaws and European projects 

The Italian Chamber of Trade and Industries of 

Johannesburg attended the conference and was represented 

by the Secretary General:  MARIAGRAZIA BIANCOSPINO. 
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CONTENT FOCUS OF SOUTH AFRICA - ITALY INDABA  

24 – 25 October 2017, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Rosebank, 

Johannesburg 

The South Africa-Italy Indaba, organized by The European House - Ambrosetti, in 

partnership with the Italian South African Chamber of Trade and Industries, will be structured 

to deliver quality content to its attendees. The content-based forum is developed by a think 

tank which researches and develops the topics and opportunities to be presented at the 

Summit throughout the year. 

The content for this year’s Summit is categorised into three different kinds of sessions:  

1. General Sessions (Opening Remarks, Geo-economic Scenario, and Closing Remarks) 

2. Opportunity-focused Sessions (Pharma & Health Care, Energy & Infrastructure, and 
Railway & Physical Connectivity) 

3. Experience Sharing Sessions (Leaders for the Future, and “Made in Italy” meets “Made 
in Africa”) 

The summit will welcome high profile business people, political figures, top economists 

and strategy experts to take part in the range of panel discussions and closed-door sessions.  

In addition there will be a gala dinner on the 24th of October in Johannesburg and a cocktail 

reception at the residence of the Italian ambassador in Pretoria on the 25th of October. 

 

Those who book through the Italian South African Chamber of Trade and Industry will receive a 25% discount on the R15 000 

ticket price. For more information or to book a ticket please email summit@italcham.co.za  

 

mailto:sa-it-summit@italcham.co.za


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S SESSION FOCUS… 

“Made in Italy” meets “Made in Africa” 

This session at the South Africa-Italy Indaba aims to be the most relevant platform to 

share successful experiences between South African and Italian companies. The session will also 

explore how to develop synergic joint ventures and partnerships, leveraging the two countries’ 

strategic positioning in the global value chains.  

Unlike the opportunity-focused sessions, the “Made in Italy” meets “Made in Africa” 

Session will cover various different sectors such as food, wine, jewellery, fashion, furniture, 

tourism, interior design, etc.    

Detailed attention will be given on 

how to effectively promote a “Made-in” label 

perception in international markets, 

developing a country-brand with trusted 

quality standards. This session will also 

highlight the importance of soft skills such as 

branding, retailing, and design to create such 

a recognisable brand identity. 

The “Made in Italy” meets “Made in Africa” session will allow more companies to 

participate, to share their experiences and success stories, and in return reinforce the strategic 

relationship between the two countries. 
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Edition 2016 
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CHAMBER PARTNERS-UP WITH TOP INDUSTRIAL PUBLICATION 

 

The Italian South African Chamber of Trade and Industry has agreed with 

South African industry-focused magazine Creamer Media’s Engineering News to 

partner-up and publish a special feature focusing on projects and investments 

taking place between South Africa and Italy. 

The feature will be titled South Africa-Italy Partnership and will be 

published in Engineering News on 13 October 2017. The focus of the feature on 

partnerships between the two countries will published during the build up to the 

Italy-South Africa Summit, organized by the European House Ambrosetti, which 

will take place from 24 – 25 October.  

A copy of the Engineering News issue containing the feature on South 

Africa-Italy partnerships will be handed out to all delegates at the summit, in 

addition to the magazines regular 60 000 weekly readers. 
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Companies wishing to support this initiative and place adverts to reinforce 

their brand presence at the Italy-South Africa Summit should contact Creamer 

Media’s sales department through advertising@creamermedia.co.za  

There is also an opportunity for companies to arrange interviews with 

Engineering News journalists to have news articles published in the South Africa-

Italy Partnership feature. To set up an interview or send a press release please 

contact Engineering News Deputy Editor, Zandile Mavuso, at 

zandile@engineeringnews.co.za  

Moreover, as part of the new partnership between the Creamer Media and 

The Italian South African Chamber of Trade and Industry, all members of the 

Chamber now qualify for a 25% discount on any subscription to Engineering News 

and Creamer Media’s other publications.  To secure this special offer please email 

subscriptions@engineeringnews.co.za 

 

 

 

 

mailto:advertising@creamermedia.co.za
mailto:zandile@engineeringnews.co.za
mailto:subscriptions@engineeringnews.co.za
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FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/italcham/ 

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/italian-sa-chamber-of-trade-and-industries-03636115  

 https://twitter.com/italcham?lang=it 

   https://www.instagram.com/italchamb/?hl=it      

 

 

 

FOR OUR DIRECTORY 2017/2018, CLICK THE BELOW LINK: 
http://www.italcham.co.za/assets/Uploads/Directory-2017.pdf 

 

https://www.facebook.com/italcham/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/italian-sa-chamber-of-trade-and-industries-03636115
https://twitter.com/italcham?lang=it
https://www.instagram.com/italchamb/?hl=it
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THE GIANT AWAKENS: AFRICA, INFRASTRUCTURE & YOU 

21 – 22 August 2017  

Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa 

 

The African giant is stirring….. 

You can hear it in the roar of the roads connecting cities; in the rumble of trains 

linking business across our continent. It’s there in the hum of power stations lighting up 

countries, and in the technology, which makes tomorrow happen today. And yes, it is in 

the sound of a drop of water bringing hope and health to a remote village. This is the 

sound of infrastructure. It is the ring of prosperity, and the promise of opportunity. 

Welcome to the summit where infrastructure connects people, places and 

opportunities. 

WELCOME TO INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA! 

 

 

 

To secure your participation at this prestigious event, please contact us on: 
Tel: +27 11 463 9184 - Fax: +27 11 463 8432 

Email: liz@infrastructure-africa.com 

   

 

mailto:liz@infrastructure-africa.com
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In the ever-changing world economy, Africa is still seen 

as a continent of opportunity -  a destination of choice for 

many investors and development actors. 

Despite the ongoing global economic turmoil, Africa 

still presents a high-growth market and needs to take 

advantage of this. Although rich in resources, the continent 

lacks the necessary infrastructure to reap the benefits of 

potential investment opportunities and to sustain its current 

economic growth and competitiveness.  

Bridging the gap in infrastructure is thus vital to 

economic advancement and sustainable development. 

However, this can only be achieved through regional and 

continental co-operation and solution-finding. 



 

The highly successful Propak Cape trade 

exhibition will provide local and international 

companies an opportunity to showcase their 

products and services to thousands of influential 

decision makers. It will provide an environment 

for networking, sourcing of products and 

suppliers, and for education and learning across 

packaging and related industries. 

Visitors will be able to see the latest 
advancements in machinery, equipment, 
products, materials and services offered by the 
packaging, food processing, plastics, printing 
and labelling industries. Expert advice from 
technical specialists will be on hand to find the 
right solutions for business growth. 

Propak Cape will be showcasing the full 
industry lifecycle from raw materials and 
processing to packaging, plastics, printing, 
labelling, logistics, warehousing, recycling and 
waste management. 
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PROPAK CAPE TRADE EXHIBITION 

24 – 26 October, International Conference Centre (CTICC), Cape Town 

 Bringing wine and olive oil production 
and supply into the spotlight will be the newly-
launched Wine and Olive Oil Production Expo 
which will be held alongside Propak Cape. This 
expo will cover the full supply chain up to the 
point of packaging including suppliers of 
fertilisers, chemicals, vines, all machinery used 
for separation, filtration, and ageing of wine, 
amongst others. 

A series of free-to-attend seminars will 
add further value to the expo where industry 
leaders will share their knowledge and expertise 
on a variety of industry topics. 

Propak Cape is endorsed by the Italian-
South African Chamber of Trade and Industries 
and the Propak brand has enjoyed wide support 
from industry associations such as the Institute 
of Packaging SA, Plastics SA and Printing SA. The 
show is organised by Specialised Exhibitions 
Montgomery, a member of the prestigious 
Montgomery Group. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

To book a stand, contact Sven Riddle at email: svenr@specialised.com 
Or for international sales contact Dawn Niemack at email: dniemack@specialised.com  

mailto:svenr@specialised.com
mailto:dniemack@specialised.com
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Ansaldo Energia is one of the world’s leading suppliers, installers and service providers 

for power generation plants and components, with an installed capacity of over 194 GW in 

more than 90 countries, and about 4,200 employees spread worldwide in 33 locations, 

including the headquarters in Genova (Italy) and the SA Branch office in Johannesburg. 

Established in 1853, Ansaldo Energia proposes contracts that range from the design 

of complete power plants to project management as EPC Contractor, and from the 

manufacture and supply of gas turbines, steam turbines and generators to the supply of spare 

parts and maintenance on components based on its own and third party technology. 

In the past 2 years Ansaldo Energia has commissioned  2 large gas turbine power 

plants in South Africa (Avon, near Durban, and Dedisa, near Port Elizabeth), and in July 2017 

has participated to the important power generation “Powergen Africa” conference in 

Sandton with the presentation of 3 technical papers.  

Ansaldo Energia is now based in Johannesburg: the new office in Rivonia Road has 

been recently inaugurated with a Cocktail Reception attended by a selection of high level 

potential customers, partners and contacts in the Institutions, including the Italian 

Ambassador in South Africa. 

 

 

For further references see www.ansaldoenergia.com  

 

 

 

http://www.ansaldoenergia.com/


 

 

 

  

 

Filoni S.r.l. was founded in 1952; after fifty years of models and 

prototypes production, launched its first finished product in 2001. 

Stone Drill, a hammer drill with innovative characteristics, met 

customer’s needs, both in the national market abroad. 

Thanks to this, the first model was followed by another a few years 

later; then two more hammer drills with different features came out in 2011 

and another one recently developed. 

Now Filoni has a modern and versatile structure and a highly 

professional staff; its own products are constantly improved and developed 

and customers all over the world can count on a careful after-sale service. 

 

 

 

For further references see www.lineapicchio.it 

 

 

 

FILONI S.R.L. 
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http://www.lineapicchio.it/


 

Founded in Milan in 1937, MAPEI is a recognised world leader in the 

production of adhesives, sealants and chemical products for the building and 

construction industries. Currently, the MAPEI Group has 81 subsidiaries with 70 

production facilities operating out of over 31 countries on 5 continents. 

MAPEI products have been distributed locally in South Africa since 2007. 

In July 2009, through a combination of growth potential in Africa and the growing 

demand in South Africa - the group took the decision to open a fully-owned 

subsidiary, MAPEI South Africa (Pty) LTD.  

Mapei South Africa is part of the Mapei Group, an Italian-based 

multinational that is a leading manufacturer of chemical and adhesive products 

for the construction industry. As part of the multinational group, Mapei South 

Africa passes numerous benefits onto its client base by having access to 

knowledgeable technical experts, research capabilities and product specialists. 

Mapei South Africa distributes its products throughout sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 

For more information see http://www.mapei.com/ZA-EN/ or www.mapei.com  

or contact the Marketing Consultant in SA Geoffrey Green  

email: g.green@mapei.co.za 

Tel: + 27 011 552 8476                                    
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http://www.mapei.com/ZA-EN/
http://www.mapei.com/
mailto:g.green@mapei.co.za
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Since 1960 SOMO has always produced customized presses and shears machines 

for the international market. During the last 15 years, SOMO focused its attention on large 

bending units for the manufacturing of: 

• Steel Poles. 
• Longitudinal welded large pipes (JCO forming). 
• Customized products. 

 
SOMO presses are equipped with feeding system and manipulation for handling 

metal sheets during forming, using electronics to control finished products' quality by 

measuring the width of the sheet to bend and during the bending. Everything is managed 

by a PLC entirely designed by SOMO, which allows to produce pipes and Tubes in sequence, 

one different from another, with a very fast set up of the machine.  

SOMO produced and settled bending plants up to 9,000 tons and customized press 

brakes from 300 to 3,000 tons for specific manufactured products. SOMO core business is 

to understand our customers' needs, helping them from the beginning of their investment, 

suggesting the better economical strategy and looking after them even after the delivery.  

 

For further information see www.somoproduzione.com  

 

 

 

http://www.somoproduzione.com/
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Founded in Italy in 1962 Ritrama, an Italian multinational company, is the leading 

independent supplier of self-adhesive material in Europe and one of the worldwide key 

players. With more than 1000 employees and 24 facilities located throughout the world, 

it is considered the largest family-owned company in the self-adhesive industry. 

 Ritrama offers a wide range of products grouped into five divisions - Roll Label, 

Graphics, Offset Sheets, Industrial and Polifibra. Coating sites and R&D departments are 

located in Europe, America (North and South) and the Far East.  A modern centralized 

logistics platform is located in the Headquarters in Caponago (near Milan).  

Ritrama materials are applied in countless highly specialized and commodity 

industries such as visual communication, food, pharmaceutical and wine labelling, offset 

and screen printing, industrial labelling and anti-counterfeiting.  

The Ritrama group has an extensive network of distributors present all over the 

world to ensure a local "just in time" delivery of the products. 

 

For further references see www.ritrama.com 

 

 

http://www./
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