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Secretary General’s Meeting  
 From the 29th to the 2nd of April, the Secretary General of the Italian-South African Chamber participated in the 

Secretary General’s Meeting in Doha.  
 
The meeting focused on the possibilities of business in the construction and food export sectors. The two-day 
networking event was opened by Al Faisal Holding Vice Chairman Sheik Mohammad bin Faisal bin Qassim al Thani, 
who said that Asian economies hold special significance for Qatar as these countries have played vital roles in Qatari’s 
economic growth. The meeting represented a great opportunity to cooperate as a unified platform in exchanging 
useful information and knowledge on different countries located in a favourable geographic position with Qatar. 
 
Present at the meeting were the Secretary Generals from the 11 CCIE of the Asia area (Qatar, Vietnam, UAE, Hong 
Kong , India, Japan, Philippines, Singapore, South Africa, Thailand and China). 
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TRADE OPPORTUNITY 
The Italian Chamber is scouting ten South African companies operating in the sectors of packaging, mechanical 
engineering, automotive, components, food and beverage as well as furniture to take on a trade delegation to the Farete 
Business Forum in Bologna over 5-6 September 2018. The travel and the accomodation will be sponsored by 
Confindustria. 
 

Please Contact  
Cristina Zanardi  

cristina@italcham.co.za 
011 615 3906 
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On Tuesday the 29th of May, The Grant Thornton tax team, in 

association with the Italian-South African Chamber of Trade and 

Industries will provide an insightful presentation on tax in South 

Africa, at the Grant Thornton Premises in Illovo.  

 

Topics to be covered will include VAT, Expat and Income Taxes, 

Special Industrial Zones and more. 

 

The talk will be followed by an informal cocktail event where guests 

can discuss tax issues with the team, or simply enjoy the company.  

 

ATTENDANCE BY INVITATION ONLY.  FOR ANY ENQUIRIES 

contact Dylan Stewart on info@italcham.co.za 

GRANT THORNTON TAX 

CRASH COURSE 
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DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
The 2018/2019 Directory is about to be published! 
Advertise your company:  
 Few full pages available ( 3500 R + VAT) 
 One cover page available (7500 R + VAT) 
 ½ pages available (750 R + VAT)  

 
 1000 Copies printed (locally and internationally) 

 Digital version shared with 6000 contacts 
 Available online until June 2019  

 

For further information, 
please contact: 

accounts@italcham.co.za or 
call the  

011 615 3906  
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On the 4th of May the Italian South African Chamber in partnership with 

Terrapin hosted a webinar covering the rail sector in the country. After a 

welcome address from Marketing Officer at the DTI in Milan Ms Marcella 

Uttaro and Consul-General of South Africa in Milan Ms Titi Nxumalo, an 

introduction on the South African Rail Sector was provided by the Chamber’s 

very own Dylan Stewart. Following the introduction the CEO of Transnet 

Freight Mr. Ravi Nair provided wonderful insight into the rail projects 

underway in South Africa. Ms. Athena Maharaj and Ms Gina Bester from hosts 

Terrapinn presented the opportunities and value provided by the Africa Rail 

Exhibition which will take place on the 12th and 13th of June 2018, to the 85 

attendees present at the Webinar. Chamber Secretary General Mariagrazia  

Biancospino explained the value of the Chamber and finally closing remarks 

were provided by the head of Political & Economic Affairs at the South 

African Consulate in Milan Mr Andrew Adams 
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It is both with great sadness and utmost fondness that we 

remember one of hte founding Directors of the Italian 

South African Chamber of Trade and Industries, Mr 

Cosimo Brescia, who passed away last month, on 

Tuesday the 3° of April. 

 

Cosimo always maintained an extremely close 

relationship with the Chamber and dedicated his passion 

and energy towarss strengthening the bilateral relations 

between Italy and South Africa. 

 

As an Italian entrepreneur in South Africa, Cosimo 

always had a strong desire to promote and celebrate 

Italian creativity, culture, products and experiences. 

 

Cosimo has been remarkable father, husband, business 

person, citizen and a friend. 

 

The Chamber expresses its profounf condolences to all 

those close with Cosimo, especially his family. 

 

Thank you Cosimo  for all your support and love, you 

will be missed.  

In loving memory of Cosimo Brescia  
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On the 18th of April, The Italian-South 
African Chamber of Trade and 
Industries took part to  the Round table 
"Women and research: Experiences 
and contributions to the knowledge 
enterprise" at the Albert Luthuli 
Auditorium  in Pretoria. The event was 
organized by the Istituto Italiano di 
Cultura in Pretoria together with the 
South African National Research 
Foundation. The Round table dealt 
with the gender-related 
challenges  that the speakers (all 
female researchers) had to face at the 
beginning of their careers and 
discussed the measures that should be 
taken in order to get to an equal level 
of opportunities for both males and 
females in the field of academic 
research. 

WOMEN AND RESEARCH: EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
KNOWLEDGE ENTERPRISE 
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Vinitaly 2018  

South Africa was ubiquitous at this year’s VINITALY April in Verona, Italy.  
South Africa under the aegis of AFRIWINES, the major importer of South African wines in Italy and the South 

African Consulate General in Milan combined to showcase Cape Wines at the event. Included at the show were 
Chamber Members Idiom Wines and Morgenster. Furthermore Wines from Ayama, Cape Dreams, Dalla Cia, 

Diemersdal, Diemersfontein, Linton Park, Savanha Wines, Krone, Whalehaven and Spier were presented to eager 
and numerous Italian wine operators.  

The Consulate General highlighted wine industry news and tourism itineraries in South Africa with notable success.  
The Consulate General, in conjunction with Afriwines, also presented two wine tastings: “Discovering the wines of 

South Africa” and “Variety is in the DNA of South African wine”.  
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SECTOR REPORT  

  

South Africa’s agribusiness sector boasts well-established local and international 

names such as Tiger Brands, Simba, Kellogs and Tongaat-Hullet. In addition several 

Italian companies are today well established in the market Bottega Family Wine, 

Cremona C & Sons, Edulis Group, Ferrero Ithemba RSA, Fruit & Veg City, Parmalat 

South Africa Mastrantonio Holdings and Morgenster.  

  

5 KEY POINTS  

 South Africa has a diverse market-orientated agricultural sector including a 

mature agro-processing industry enabled by the strength of the primary sector 

 South Africa is the most food-secure country in Africa 

 The major agroprocessing subsectors in South Africa are foods, beverages, 

furniture as well as paper and paper products. 

 South Africa is a hub for the used agricultural equipment which are sold 

throughout the SADC region but most new equipment is imported, with Italy as the 

2nd biggest exporter of agro-machinery to South Africa, including major agri-

equipment producer New Holland.  

 Over the last forty years the contribution of agribusiness to South African GDP 

has decreased as the country’s economy has diversified and matured. Today the 

agricultural sector contributes about 2% to overall GDP while the agro-processing 

sector, which involves the beneficiation of raw agricultural products, further 

contributes an approximate 4.5% to GDP  

AGRIBUSINESS IN SOUTH AFRICA  
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SECTOR REPORT  

Did you know? 

Some of the largest paper companies worldwide including Mondi and Sappi 

originate in South Africa with the majority of the country’s paper operations 

being based in Kwazulu-Natal. 

  

Did you know? 

Fattis and Monis which is today owned by South African agribusiness giant 

Tiger Brands was established by two competing businessmen: Luigi Fatti and 

the brothers Giacomo and Pietro Moni in 1925. 

  

Did you know? 

The world’s largest paper company Sappi was founded in South Africa as 

South African Pulp & Paper Industries and was founded on an Italian process 

of making paper from straw.  

  

WATCH THIS SPACE 

South Africa’s wine is becoming more and more world renowned. In 2015 Italy 

imported below one million bottles of wine from South Africa. However, over 

the last two years there has been a sudden leap and more than six million 

bottles of wine were exported to Italy in both 2016 and 2017 respectively. 
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Africa Rail is the meeting place of Africa’s railway sector with over 28 african countries in attendance. 
Over the last 21 years, the Africa Rail conference has continued to be the largest of its kind in Africa, 
hosting the largest gathering of rail operators, government entities and contractors. These decision 

makers, your buyers, are eager to learn, engage and network with you.  

 

For further information: Athena.Maharaj@terrapinn.com  

10 % DISCOUNT IF YOU BOOK 
THROUGH THE ITALIAN SOUTH 

AFRICAN CHAMBER 

mailto:Athena.Maharaj@terrapinn.com


14 

May 2018 
N°1 Edition 

 

The Manufacturing Indaba provides a platform to significantly accelerate the 
country’s development and to create specifically tailored business 
relationships using the platform’s matchmaking programme. 
 
For further information, please contact: maria@energyindaba.co.za  

 

mailto:maria@energyindaba.co.za
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In August last year manufacturing production in South Africa 
increased 1.5 percent year-on-year, mainly boosted by higher 
production of basic iron and steel, non-ferrous metal products, metal 
products and machinery. In addition output rebounded for electrical 
machinery and motor vehicles, parts and accessories and other 
transport equipment.  

19-20 JUNE 2018 – 
SANDTON CONVENTION 
CENTRE, JOHANNESBURG 

The manufacturing sector 
is a locus that stimulates 
the growth of other 
activities, such the primary 
sector and the services 
sector. It is vital for 
achieving outcomes such 
employment creation and 
economic growth.  
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As part of the South African delegation you are invited to PLAST 2018, held in Milan, from 
the 29th of May to the 1st of June. 

It is held every three years and it’s one of the most important exhibition for plastics and 
rubber worldwide. 

For further information, please contact: m.galletti@ice.it  
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WHAT IS ISF? 
The only platform of its kind on the 
African continent, ISF will be held for the 
first time alongside Decorex Joburg and 
100% Design South Africa. 
 
Here, International suppliers and 
manufacturers will connect with local & 
African distributors and retailers across 
the length and breadth of the African 
continent, offering exposure on an 
unprecedented scale.  It is the most cost-
effective way to access the Global 
marketplace. 
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International Sourcing Fair  

FOR ANY ENQUIRIES CONTACT: 
Lauren.Zeeman@reedexpoafrica.co.za 

WHY REGISTER? 
• Register today and be a part of our 

distinguished trade programme 
• Pre-register online & receive complimentary 

access to the show 
• Trade members receive access to all 3 shows: 
     (Decorex Joburg, 100% Design and ISF) 
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Grant Yhornton Advisory Services (Pty) Ltd provides various services including Tax, Corporate Finance, Internal 
Audit, IT Advisory, Secretarial, and Client Accounting. Needless to say there is also the Grant Thornton Audit 
Partnership which audits numerous companies including large listed entities. 
 
Through a combination of specialist and general tax knowledge as well as practical business and industry experience, 
we provide holistic tax solutions. 
 
Our tax department provides the following services: 
• Corporate tax 
• Employee tax 
• International tax 
• Transfer pricing 
• Individual tax 
• Expats 
• VAT 
• Tax Compliance for individuals and corporates 

 
Our experienced tax team provide hands-on guidance to ensure your tax matters receive the degree of skill and 
attention to give you peace of mind. We are able to answer questions or restate complex tax matters in ordinary 
language and give you practical business advice regarding all tax related issues.  
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