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SUMMARY: 



 The Italian-South African Chamber of Trade and Industries is 
pleased to announce that the Business Excellence Awards will 
be held on Thursday, the 24th November 2016 at WANDERER'S 
CLUB Illovo Johannesburg. 

 
     Tables and single seating are available 
  

 

For more information please send us an email to: 

info@italcham.co.za or 0116153906 



Finally we 

have our 

new 

directory!  
 
Below the link to 
download: 
 
http://italcham.co.za/assets/
Uploads/Directory-2016-
2017-low-res.pdf 
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Farete is available for any discussion, to collaborate with any business in all sector listed below. 

 

The sectors involved in Farete 2016 include: 

Industrial automation machines and equipment systems, Machinery Instrumental, Components 

of Industrial Automation,  Industrial Plastic Components, Electronics, Food processing, 

Automotive and garage equipment, Building construction and furniture, as well as Energy. 

For more information or any question please contact: 
farete@unindustria.bo.it 
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The Meeting of Secretaries General of the Italian Chambers of Commerce, which was held in Rome 

from 21 to 23 of June has been concluded.  Now in its seventeenth edition, the Meeting saw the 

delegates of the 78 FICC (Foreign Italian Chamber of Commerce), discuss the new 

internationalization strategies for the promotion of Made in Italy abroad. Particular attention was 

paid to the possibility for the Chambers to gain increased 

Access to the projects financed by the European Commission 

and those supported by the regions, through the Regional Operational  

Programmes. The theme of the Italians, communication,  

and other projects involving business sectors or specific geographical  

areas was also addressed.  The final day of the meeting was dedicated  

to meetings with Members of Parliament elected abroad and ended  

with b2b meetings, through which companies, associations and  

professionals who wish to export their products and services abroad interacted with the Chambers 

of Commerce. “The meeting was an important opportunity to develop innovative projects, both in 

the development of authentic food production and actions of support to innovative start-ups and 

also in the definition of network projects to be implemented with other partners to rely on European 

programs ”,said Gaetano Fausto Esposito, general Secretary of Assocamerestero. Respresenting 

the Italian-South African Chamber, the General Secretary Mariagrazia Biancospino, was present in 

this forum. 
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Si è concluso il Meeting dei Segretari generali delle Camere di Commercio Italiane 

all'Estero, che si è tenuto a Roma dal 21 al 23 giugno. Giunto alla sua XVII edizione, il 

Meeting ha visto i delegati delle 78 CCIE confrontarsi sulle nuove strategie di 

internazionalizzazione per la promozione del Made in Italy all'estero. Particolare attenzione 

è stata rivolta alla possibilità per le Camere di accedere in misura maggiore ai progetti 

finanziati dalla Commissione europea e a quelli supportati dalle Regioni, tramite i 

Programmi Operativi Regionali. Sono stati affrontati anche il tema degli Italici, quello della 

comunicazione, e altri progetti che coinvolgono settori imprenditoriali o aree geografiche 

specifiche.  

L’ultima giornata del Meeting è stata dedicata all'incontro con i parlamentari eletti all'estero 

e si è poi conclusa con incontri b2b, grazie ai quali imprese, associazioni e professionisti 

desiderosi di esportare i propri prodotti e servizi all'estero hanno interagito con le Camere 

di Commercio. 

"Il Meeting è stato una importante occasione per mettere a punto progettualità innovative, 

sia nel campo dello sviluppo delle produzioni agroalimentari autentiche che delle azioni di 

supporto alle start up innovative, sia nella definizione di progetti di rete da realizzare con 

altri partner a valere sui programmi europei”, ha sottolineato Gaetano Fausto Esposito, 

segretario generale di Assocamerestero. 

Come rappresentante della Camera di Commercio italo-sudafricana ha preso parte il 

segretario generale Mariagrazia Biancospino. 

INCONTRO SEGRETARI GENERALI 
 



Some pictures from Secretary General Meeting 



Info: info@italcham.co.za 
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  14 days 

105 days 
www.goodfoodandwineshow.co.za 



 Infrastructure investment is critical for the economic 

growth of South Africa and government is working harder to 

increase its capability to plan, procure, manage and monitor 

infrastructure projects. However, government cannot do this 

in isolation. 

 The Gauteng Infrastructure Investment Conference is 

the only government led interactive conference that enables 

you to have a 360 degree view of Gauteng infrastructure 

strategies, developments, investments and opportunities. 

This conference will enable us to collectively plan, procure, 

manage and monitor Gauteng infrastructure projects. 

 If you are involved in any aspect of infrastructure 

policy, planning, funding and financing, project delivery, and 

on-going maintenance, you can not afford to miss this unique 

forum. 
For more information or any 

question please contact: 

info@italcham.co.za 

SAVE THE 

DATE!! 

 

27-28 July 

2016 

 

Gallagher 

Estate, 

Midrand, 

Johannersburg 
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In April this year in his address to the S.A. – Iranian Business Forum in Tehran, South African President Jacob Zuma stated that the country 
was open for business.  
The same concept formed an integral part for the State of the Nation address he delivered in parliament in Cape Town on the 11th February 
2016. In his speech he said that the country remains an attractive investment destination. He also pressed that it was imperative to continue to 
market the country as a preferred destination for investments.   
Positioning South Africa as a prime investment destination that is open for business has been the President’s mantra since he started his 
term.  
  
Despite the strong message, the question that remains is whether or not South Africa is really open for business? The level of openness, 
particularly for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into our country, needs to be seriously evaluated.  
 
This is according to Gary Eisenberg, Immigration Lawyer at Eisenberg & Associates, who says that South Africa is at a tipping point. “Besides 
the question of South Africa’s state of limbo with international rating agencies, it is doing absolutely nothing in practical terms to attract 
foreign direct investment.”  
 
Addressing the challenges of making SA open for business, President Jacob Zuma said earlier this year that this requires a common narrative 
from all of us as business, labour and government. “Government is developing a One Stop Shop/Invest SA initiative to signal that South Africa 
is truly open for business. We will fast-track the implementation of this service, in partnership with the private sector. Such an initiative 
requires that government removes the red tape and reviews any legislative and regulatory blockages," said President Zuma.  
 
In order for this to become a reality, rather than just politicking, a review of South Africa’s immigration policy is imperative, explains 
Eisenberg.   
 
Eisenberg says that South African’s low economic growth is partly reflected by the lack of an immigration policy. “At a recent address at the 
Cape Town Press Club, it was clear that the Minister of Home Affairs, Malusi Gigaba, was silent on immigration policy that recognises the 
essential importance of foreigners and their contribution to making South Africa a better and more competitive country.” 
  
Professor Ian Goldin, once the managing director of the Development Bank of Southern Africa and now professor of Globalisation at Oxford 
University, concludes that the diversity that foreigners brings to an economy serves as a catalyst that spurs creativity and performance, in 
business, academia, medicine, science, politics, food, culture, entertainment and sports.  
In writing for the World Economic Forum, Professor Goldin said that “migration has always been one of the most important drivers of human 
progress and dynamism…and in the age of globalisation, barriers to migration pose a threat to economic growth and sustainability.” 
  
Eisenberg & Associates recently conducted a poll on Facebook, asking respondents whether South Africa really was open for business. 
According to Eisenberg, the results and perceptions revealed were unsurprising. 
  

 



  
With more than 9000 online engagements, the Eisenberg and Associates Facebook poll indicated that there was a strong perception that the 

South African government was not open for business and that the respondents believed that the country was undergoing either a form of state 

capture, or an increased level of cronyism.  
 

In a report published by the African Development Bank (AFDB) on visa openness on the continent – which focused on advocating free 

movement of labour, capital, goods and services to promote economic development, it found that African citizens need visas to travel to more 

than half (55%) of the continent’s countries. 

   

Of the 20 most “visa-open” countries, 75% are in either East or West Africa. None are in Central Africa while the Seychelles leads the way, with 

visa-free access for all nationalities. Western Sahara is the least open, requiring all visitors from African countries to acquire a visa prior to 

departure. 

  

Eisenberg points out that the AFDB report ranks the Southern African region was one of the lowest for free movement across borders. “Based 

on the results, the region only ranked with a 51% rating on the AFDB barometer. Perceived support was even lower, with only 32%.” 

  

The OECD’s restrictiveness index, which measures how open a country is to FDI, places South Africa as one of the most open jurisdictions for 

FDI in the world. Despite the global economic instability that emerged since 2007, South Africa still managed to attract 24% of FDI projects to 

the African continent. FDI accounts for 42% of GDP in South Africa at present. 

  

Eisenberg says that overall confidence in the economy is dropping (both from a consumer and business perspective) – as is reported by the 

OECD. “However, this can be countered with a stronger focus on FDI and improved free movement into the country.  

  

Eisenberg says that radical amendments to the Immigration Act in May 2014 have created unprecedented bureaucratic barriers to the inflow of 

migrants, the very people government declares it is targeting. “Last year some 51% of all temporary and permanent residence applications 

submitted in South Africa were denied, mostly for reasons which are nonsensical.” 

  

Rather than simply painting a picture of doom and gloom, Eisenberg firmly believes that with improved regulations and immigration processes, 

the South African economy can only benefit.  

  

“A mind shift in the way South Africa views foreigners is essential. By introducing a strong immigration policy that recognises the value that 

foreigners can provide to our economy can only better our country,” concludes Eisenberg.  

  

 Memebers of the Italian- South African Chamber of Trade and Indutries are welcome to share their 

thoughts by contacting services@eisenberg.co.za  
  

 

mailto:services@eisenberg.co.za


 
 

 

• 21 Settembre 2016 alle ore 15.00                                                                    

WEBINAR #INVESTIREINSUDAFRICA - Lorenzo Accetta – South African 

Airways  
 
 

• 27 Ottobre 2016 alle ore 10.00                                                                      

WEBINAR #INVESTIREINSUDAFRICA - Zoliswa  Tshetshe – Enel Green 

Power South Africa 
 

 
 
 
  

For more please contact Marcella Uttaro: 

 

Muttaro@thedti.gov.za 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

EVENTS 
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   https://www.facebook.com/Italcham/   

    
     
     
           twitter.com/Italcham 
 
 
    
    
   Youtube.com/user/italcham 

 
     

FOLLOW US ON 
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OUR PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS 
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OUR PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS 
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