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Like every year, the Chamber will soon publish its 
annual directory with an important insights and an 
update on the chamber’s activities for the past year, 
as well as information and articles about its 
members and their successes. 

Don’t miss this chances of getting exposure to 
everyone who matters in the Italian South African 
relations!

Please get in touch with us to submit or update your 
content and let us know your story. 

COMING SOON: MEMBER DIRECTORY

HIGHLIGHT

For more info contact Patricia: accounts@italcham.co.za



“Dear Members and Supporters, 

After 13 years of serving the Italian South African 
business community, the time has come for me to 
close this beautiful chapter, and start a new venture.

When I was employed at the Italian South African 
Chamber at the end of 2006, the Chamber was not 
in a good space, but thanks to all the people I had 
the privilege to work with and the amazing 
entrepreneurs that dedicated their time to serve on 
the Board, we managed to rebuild the Chamber into 
a successful Association.

Today the Italian South African Chamber is listed 
amongst the top 20 Italian Bilateral Chambers in the 
world. Thanks to its success, the Chamber has 
managed to purchase its own offices and still 
accumulate reserves, which are vital for the growth.

Continued on next page     

FAREWELL FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL

HIGHLIGHT



BILINGUAL ITALIAN / 

ENGLISH

The Italian South African Chamber of Trade and Industries was founded 35 years ago and its primary 
focus is still to improve and encourage economic bilateral relationships between Italy and South Africa. 
This remains the main task that the Italian Government expects from us.

During my tenure I have witnessed incredible successes, both within the Chamber and the Country at 
large. I have seen both flourish, going from strength to strength, adapting its strategy to suit the times.   

Together with a dedicated team, I was able to assist many entrepreneurs in various sectors to grow 
their businesses both in South Africa and in Italy. I also had the opportunity to work closely with all the 
Italian institutions represented in South Africa who make up the SISTEMA ITALIA.
It is due to our flexibility that we have been able to continue to assist our members and supporters in 
this difficult and challenging world wide economic climate.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and for the chance to represent 
this dynamic business community. My tenure as a Secretary General of the Italian South African 
Chamber comes to an end and I would like to encourage the future leadership of the Chamber to 
continue the legacy I have put in place. 

In conclusion, I would like to extend my personal thanks to all the staff, Directors, Diplomats and others 
who worked for the Chamber and put their heart and energy to enrich this Association, our success is a 
team effort.”

Mariagrazia Biancospino, Secretary General

HIGHLIGHT
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HIGHLIGHT

The 36th edition of Macfrut has officially begun 

… and the Italian-SA Chamber is there!
The 36th edition of Macfrut, the international trade fair for the fruit and vegetable sector, 
kicked off on the 8th of May at the Rimini Expo Centre. Emanuela Del Re, Italy’s Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Simona Caselli, Councillor for 
Agriculture of the Emilia-Romagna Region, Roberto Luongo, Director General of the ICE -
Italian Trade Agency, and Thsibangu Kalala, Minister of Agriculture of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, took part in the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
As Renzo Piraccini, President of Macfrut, pointed out, ‘In the last editions of Macfrut, the 
number of exhibitors and visitors has doubled, as well as its turnover, thus bringing 
together the entire fruit and vegetable sector at this trade fair.’ After welcoming the many 
states of Sub-Saharan Africa, the International Partner of this edition, and Piedmont, the 
Partner Region, he also thanked the ICE - Italian Trade Agency for its continuous support 
throughout the internationalisation process. 

Just Landed! SA companies at Macfrut
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HIGHLIGHT

Just Landed! SA companies at Macfrut
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Italy’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Emanuela Del 
Re, stated: ‘Promoting technological innovation, which is what Macfrut does by building 
bridges between Italian and foreign entrepreneurs involves not only increasing trade 
exchanges and the GDP but also caring about the future of our planet. 

Agricultural innovation means 
fighting child hunger and 
malnutrition, producing in a 
sustainable way to reduce the 
effects of climate change on the 
agricultural industry, creating 
employment and development 
opportunities even in the most 
disadvantaged communities by 
sharing technological know-how 
with them.’
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HIGHLIGHT

Just Landed! SA companies at Macfrut
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Thsibangu Kalala, Minister of 
Agriculture of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, spoke on 
behalf of the various African 
states participating in 
Macfrut: ‘We will invest in 
agriculture to create jobs and 
this is why I am here, to 
encourage sector 
professionals to seize the 
investment opportunities that 
our country has to offer, which 
will be of benefit to both.’
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HIGHLIGHT

Acrow Stand at Macfrut 2019
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For further information: sandra.moya@acrow.co.za

SA based Acrow is currently participating 
at the MacFrut to promote their range of 
storage solutions. 
Enrico Moya comments: “We have been
successful in connecting with the Italian 
and international markets of producers 
and distributors of fruit. The MacFrut is 
an excellent opportunity to open and
really expand our geographic influence.
We would recommend SA companies to 
participate in international trade 
exhibitions to break into the European 
market.”
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Thursday the 20th of June 2019

Aperilink

What
Networking and 
Italian Delicacies

Where
Venue TBC

RSVP: 
info@italcham.co.za

Price

FREE for members
R200 for non-members

Price includes cocktail 
snacks, high-end Italian 
food 

…and very cool people
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SAVE THE DATE
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SAVE THE DATE

For more information: www.terrapinn.com/africarail
Contact: Athena.Maharaj@terrapinn.com

SAVE THE DATE
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http://www.terrapinn.com/africarail


Farete is the meeting place for companies, a great
showcase with the excellence of manufacturing
and services, promoted and organized by
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Contact: sg@italcham.co.za

September 4th - 5th 2019, Bologna

SAVE THE DATE
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The Chamber is looking for South African
entrepreneurs that are interested in participating at
the conference as Buyers.
The exhibiting manufacturing companies have the
opportunity to meet foreign buyers by joining the
International Club.
The international counterparts for these business
meetings are selected and invited by Confindustria
Emilia.
In 2018 more than 1 250 B2B meetings have been
organised, with more than 110 foreign companies
coming from over 30 countries.
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WE ARE HIRING

The Chamber is proud to announce that it will participate in the Youth Employment
Service initiative as an implementation partner. This initiatives aims at providing
meaningful job experiences for previously disadvantaged South African citizens between
the age of 18 and 34.

Chamber Participating in YES Initiative
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If you qualify to participate in the YES initiative
and have a degree or are at least in 3rd year,
please apply for this life changing internship
opportunity at the Chamber. You will work in the
following areas:

- Marketing
- Social Media Management
- Event Management
- Telesales and surveys

To apply, please email info@italcham.co.za
Subject line: YES Internship

mailto:info@italcham.co.za
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Nolands SA is an international auditing firm located in twelve offices in all major
centres in South Africa. 
Nolands employs almost 200 people and focuses on providing the
best possible solutions for its clients. 

Nolands prides itself on being “not ordinary” and on its ability to integrate services and 
respond rapidly to clients’ needs.

For further information please contact 
Germana Vaccariello at the following e-mail address: germanav@nolandsjhb.co.za

WELCOME
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